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EPIC 2014 | Pecha Kucha Session 1: Exchange 
 
China Over/Under: Exploring Urban China's Informal Markets 
 
ZACH HYMAN  
 
China’s political and industrial leaders are striving to transform the most populous country in the 
world from the 20th century’s “global workshop” into the 21st century’s “global innovator”. In 
sharp contrast to these lofty ambitions, each day a force of 260 million migrant laborers (equal to 
the population of the world’s ten largest cities combined) struggles simply to put food on the table 
while still having enough income to save or send home to their families. When work becomes too 
scarce, however, one of the only options left is to take to the streets to try and sell whatever and 
wherever possible. This is a visual journey through how an illegal street market in 21st century 
China looks, sounds, and feels, where listeners will meet some of the people that rely upon them for 
survival and come to understand the forces that threaten their existence. 
 
Please visit epicpeople.org to view a full-length video of this Pecha Kucha. 
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Zach Hyman tirelessly seeks out and documents human behavior that could improve 
products and services. He has built and led research teams for organizations in Myanmar, 
and chased tractors in China for a Fulbright. He studies design at Carnegie Mellon 
University, and thinks at squareinchanthro.com. ZLHyman@gmail.com 


